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INSTRUCTIONS TO THE AUTHORS

1.	 Tuberculosis and Thorax is the periodical journal of Turkish Association 
of Tuberculosis and Thorax and is published quarterly (March, June, 
September, and December).

2.	 The goal of the Journal is to present collective scientific knowledge via 
experimental and clinical studies, reviews, case reports, short communi-
cations and letters to the editor to the readers to improve the scientific 
background.

3.	 The publishing languages are Turkish and English. All manuscripts should 
comply with the Turkish Language Institution dictionary and the Turkish 
Language Writing Guide Book (http://tdk.org.tr). Anatomic terminology 
should be based on Latin nomenclature. Medical terms, in daily use, 
should be written according to Turkish spelling rules. The words required 
to be written in their original language by the author are written within 
quotation marks. 

4.	 When first mentioned in the text, microorganism names should be written 
with the full Latin names of the genus and the species. Both the genus 
and species names should be italicized. Later, the first letter of the genus 
should be capitalized while the species name is in lower case letters if the 
context makes the meaning clear (e.g. Streptococccus pneumoniae……. 
S. pneumoniae).

5.	 All manuscripts should comply with “Uniform Requirements for 
Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals” produced and updated by 
the International Committee of Medical Journals Editors (www.icmje.org).  

6.	 Tuberculosis and Thorax executes compliance with the Declaration of 
Helsinki Principles (http://www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/
index. html). All manuscripts concerning human subjects must contain a 
statement in the “Materials and Methods/Patients and Methods” section, 
indicating that the study was approved by the Institutional Review Board. 
There should also be a statement of declaration about informed consent 
obtained from research subjects, and it should be placed in the “Materials 
and Methods/Patients and Methods” section. All manuscripts dealing with 
animal subjects must contain a statement indicating that the study was 
performed according to “The Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals” (www.nap.edu/catolog/ 5140.html) with the approval of the 
Institutional Review Board, in the “Materials and Methods” section. The 
Editor may ask for a copy of the approval document. 

7.	 The submitted manuscripts should conform exactly to the instructions 
in order to be reviewed promptly. The Editor and the Editorial Executive 
Board have the right to reject, to require additional revision or to revise 
the format of manuscripts which do not follow the rules.

8.	 Initial evaluation of the submitted papers is performed by the Editor and 
the Editorial Executive Board. The papers approved for reviewer evalu-
ation are sent to three selected reviewers as blinded-manuscripts. The 
decision of acceptance of the manuscripts needs at least two reviewers’ 
affirmative opinions. The Editor is the complete authority regarding 
reviewer selection. The reviewers are mainly selected from National and 
International Advisory Board.  The Editor may decide to send the manu-
script to independent national or international reviewers according to the 
subject. 

9.	 The dates of submission and acceptation of the manuscript are stated in 
the end of the manuscript when published in the journal.

10.	 The manuscripts should be submitted via online manuscript evaluation 
system (www.tuberktoraks.org).

11.	 The manuscript text should be written in Verdana font, 10 point-type, 
double-spaced with 2 cm margins on the left and right sides. The article 
should be prepared in IBM compatible programs (Microsoft Windows, 
Word 98 at least). The pages should be arranged in numerical order 
beginning from the initial page, and the numbers should be at the bot-
tom right corner of every page.  The main text should not contain any 
information regarding author(s)’s name and affiliation.

12.	 The author and the co-authors should sign a cover letter declaring accep-
tion of full responsibility for the accuracy of all contents in accordance 

with the order of authors. They should also declare that the manuscript 
is an original work that has not been previously published, and is not cur-
rently submitted to any other publication. The cover letter should include 
contributions and responsibilities of each author, and whether there is a 
conflict of interest regarding manuscript. If there is no conflict of interest it 
should also be stated. In case of any financial contributions, the sponsors 
should also be denoted in the cover letter. The cover letter may be sent 
by fax to +90 312 319 00 46 or its scanned copy may be sent by e-mail 
(kayaakin4@gmail.com) or submitted concurrently with manuscript sub-
mission. 

13.	 All the entities that provide contribution to the technical content, data 
collection and analysis, writing, revision etc. of the manuscript and yet 
do not meet the criteria to be an author should be mentioned in the 
acknowledgement part.

14.	 The manuscript which has been presented previously as an abstract in any 
congress or symposium may be mentioned on condition with the state-
ment of the date and the place of the meeting.  

15.	 Abbreviations should be internationally accepted and should be defined 
accordingly in the text in parenthesis when first mentioned and used in 
the text. 

16.	 Title page of the manuscript should include Title (Turkish and English), 
running title (Turkish and English, not more than 40 characters including 
spaces), Author(s), Institution(s) and Address for Correspondence with 
e-mail address, fax and phone numbers. Authors should indicate on this 
page whether the study has been presented previously as an abstract in 
any congress or symposium. 

17.	 Abstracts should be prepared in Turkish and English for all manuscripts 
except “Letters to the Editor”. Abbreviations should be avoided in 
abstracts. References, tables and citations should not be used. 

18.	 There should be two to five key words complying with the Index Medicus 
Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) (www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/MBrowser.
html).

19.	 Research Articles should include; Title, structured abstract (Introduction, 
Materials and Methods/Patients and Methods, Results and Conclusion, 
limited to 300 words), and key words in Turkish and English, Introduction, 
Materials and Methods/Patients and Methods, Results, Discussion, 
Acknowledgement and References. Research articles should not exceed 
5000 words and 40 references.

20.	 The Editor’s approval is required before submitting a review article since 
reviews to be published are planned by the Editor.

21.	 The reviews should include; Title, unstructured abstract and key words in 
Turkish and English and the main text section. Limit the abstract to 300 
words. The number of references should not exceed 40. 

22.	 Case reports should include; Title, abstract and key words in Turkish and 
English, Introduction, Case, Discussion and References. Case reports 
should have a short introduction and discussion sections, and an unstruc-
tured abstract should be prepared as one paragraph. The number of  
references should not exceed 20. 

23.	 Concise independent reports representing a significant contribution in the 
related field may be submitted as a short communication. The maximum 
length of a short communication is 1500 words. Short communications 
should include title, an unstructured paragraph of abstract and 2-5 key 
words in Turkish and English. The main text should include a maximum of 
one figure and two tables. Number of references should not exceed 10. 

24.	 The letters to the Editor is for letters that are addressing issues or exchang-
ing views on topics arising from published articles or uncommitted subjects 
without original research interest. It should not exceed 1000 words and 
not include an abstract. The number of references should not exceed 10. 

25.	 Figures and tables should be numbered according to the sequence of 
referral within the text. Each item should be cited in the text.

26.	 Each table should be prepared with double spacing on a separate page. 
Tables should have a brief title. Authors should place explanatory matter 
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in footnotes not in the heading. Explanations should be made for all 
nonstandard abbreviations in footnotes. The following symbols should 
be used for abbreviations, in sequence: *,†,‡,§,||,¶,**,††,‡‡. Each table 
should be cited in text.

27.	 Figures should be either professionally drawn or photographed, and these 
items should be submitted as photographic-quality digital images. Figures 
should be submitted in a format that will produce high-quality image (for 
example, JPEG or GIF and at least 300 DPI). Authors should control the 
images of such files on a computer screen before submitting them to be 
sure they meet their own quality standards.

28.	 X-ray films, scans and other diagnostic images, as well as pictures of pa-
thology specimens should be submitted as sharp, glossy, black-and-white 
or color photographic images (at least 300 DPI). Letters, numbers, and 
symbols on figures should be clear and consistent throughout, and large 
enough to remain legible when the figure is reduced for publication. 
Figures should be made as self-explanatory as possible. For recognizable 
photographs of patients, signed releases of the patient or of his/her le-
gal representative should be submitted; otherwise, patient names or eyes 
must be blocked out to prevent identification.

29.	 Type or print out legends for illustrations using double spacing, starting on 
a separate page, with Arabic numerals corresponding to the illustrations. 
When symbols, arrows, numbers or letters are used to identify parts of 
illustrations, identify and explain each one clearly in the legend. 

30.	 When the author(s) has/have used a figure or table from another source, 
permission of the author and publisher must be obtained, the necessary 
printing permission document must be provided and the source referred 
to in the text.

31.	 References

	 Data and manuscript that have not yet been published should not be cited 
as reference. These should be stated in the main text as “author(s), unpub-
lished data, year”. 

	 References should be numbered consecutively in the order in which they 
are mentioned in the text. Identify references in the text, tables and leg-
ends at the end of the sentences in brackets. List all authors up to six 
authors. For more than six authors, list the first six authors followed by “et 
al”. Journal names should be abbreviated as listed in “Index Medicus” or 
in “ULAKBIM/Turkish Medical Index”. Note the following examples:

	 Journal articles; 

	 The names of the first six authors, title of the article, abbreviated title of 
the journal, the year of publication, numbers of the volume and relevant 
page numbers of the article. 

	 Köksal D, Bayiz H, Gülgösteren M, Başay N, Mutluay N, Boyacı E, et al. 
Recurrence of thymoma after 11 years presenting as diffuse pleural thick-
ening. Tuberk Toraks 2012;60:62-5.

	 Supplement; 

	 The names of the authors, title of the article, abbreviated title of the jour-
nal, the year of publication, numbers of the volume, numbers of supple-
ment in bracket and relevant page numbers of the article. 

	 Andreoni M. Phenotypic resistance testing. Scand J Infect Dis 2003;35(Suppl 
106):S35-S36. 

	 Book;

	 The names of the authors, title of the book, numbers of the volume, the 
city, the publisher, the year of publication.

	 Green AB, Brown CD. Textbook of Pulmonary Disease. 2nd ed. London: 
Silver Books, 1982:49.

	 Book chapter;

	 The names of the authors, title of the article, the editors, title of the book, 
numbers of the volume and the issue if existing, the city, the publisher, the 
year of publication and the relevant page numbers of the article. 

	 Grey EF. Cystic fibrozis. In: Green AB, Bown CD (eds). Textbook of Pulmo-
nary Disease. London: Silver Books, 1982:349-62.

	 Congress presentation; 

	 The names of the six authors, title of the presentation, the editors, title of 
the congress book, title of the congress, date of the congress, the city, the 
country, the publisher, the year, the relevant page numbers.

	 Bengtsson S, Solheim BG. Enforcement of data protection, privacy and 
security in medical informatics. In: Lun KC, Degoulet P, Piemme TE, Rein-
hoff O, editors. MEDINFO 92. Proceedings of the 7th World Congress on 
Medical Informatics; 1992 Sep 6-10; Geneva, Switzerland. North-Holland; 
1992.p.1561-5.

	 Journal published electronically;

	 The names of the first six authors, title of the article, abbreviated title of 
the journal, year of the publication, numbers of the volume, the relevant 
page numbers, electronically publication date.

	 Lemmon GH, Gardner SN. Predicting the sensitivity and specificity of pub-
lished real-time PCR assays. Ann Clin Microbiol Antimicrob 2008; 7: 18. 
Epub 2008 Sep 25.

	 Web site; 

	 The name of the web site. Accessed date. Available from: Address of the 
web site.

	 World Health Organization (WHO). Accessed date: 2008 Jul 9. Available 
from: http://www.who.int 

	 Thesis; 

	 The names of the authors. Title of the thesis. The city: The university or 
institution; the year.

	 Bal ZC. The frequencies of Moraxella (Branhamella) catarrhalis in respira-
tory specimens (thesis). Istanbul: Istanbul University Istanbul Medical Fac-
ulty; 1993.

32.	 Scientific and legal responsibilities pertaining to the paper belong to the 
authors. The ideas and recommendations mentioned in the articles and 
accuracy of the references are the responsibility of the authors. The owner 
of copyright of the accepted manuscript is Turkish Association of Tubercu-
losis and Thorax. After acceptance of the manuscript, a copyright transfer 
form is sent to the author of correspondence by e-mail and required to be 
signed and returned by e-mail (kayaakin4@gmail.com) or by fax (+90 312 
319 00 46). 

33.	 There is no royalty payment to the authors. 

34.	 If the authors are not subscribers of the journal, the issue including their 
article will not be sent to the authors.

35.	 Citation

	 Tuberk Toraks 

36.	 Publication Rights 

	 Bilimsel Tip Yayinevi (All rights reserved). Manuscripts, figures and tables 
published in the Tuberculosis and Thorax may not be reproduced, archived 
in a retrieval system or used for advertising purposes without the prior 
written permission from Turkish Association of Tuberculosis and Thorax. 
Quotations may be used in scientific articles but they must be referred. The 
responsibilities of the content of the advertisements published belong to 
the related company. 

37.	 The manuscripts comply with the instructions written above should be sub-
mitted via online manuscript evaluation system (www.tuberktoraks.org).
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